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H E great Character you bear, of being a 
Promoter of the Intereſt of the Church of 
= England, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, induces me 

to Petition you to become an Advocate in Parliament 
for a conſiderable Number of the Clergy, that la- 
bour under the Hardſhip of fach a ſmall Subſiſtence, 
as is no way ſutable to their Education and FunCti- 
on. And that they do deſerve your eſpecial Regard, 


* 
n ” 7 
9 5 4 


and even the unatumous Concurrence of that Auguf 
_ Aſſembly (in which you make no mean Figure) for 
their Rehef, is the Delign of this Paper to repreſent. 
I Ma” 5 HS I 


So, titions, that proper Methods mi 
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tt can't be en b in any of w to 
I if play our Orievance, or to ask the favourable In- 
7 Avena of the Parliament of OT. on , when 
= many of the Laity throng in e e y with their Pe- 
be deliberated on 
to advance the Intereſt of tlieir eren Profeſſions. 
o even the meaneſt Reftories and Vicara ges 
ng in all the late War, (two or three Vears on 
I * as ape ), as well. as in the. reſent, deer 
to pay. to the Land Tax | 


not been clamorous, but gs patiently born who the 
. Government. has been pleas d to lay upon em, tho 
it has contributed much to 3 their Poverty. 
Were our Iucome obtain d, and in all Reſpects 
like: Lay-mens Eſtates, it wou'd argue Peerifhneſs 
and unreaſonable Diſcontent ; in us, to deſire any | 
Favour upon that account; but.were all Cire 
ſtances weigh d, a great Difference would appear pe- 
_ twixt ours arid other Mens Eftates. For it can be 
unknown to every Member of Parliament, how « exPEn-. 
five the Education of the Clergy. generally is. I be- 
lieve it coud be made appear, that ſome Hundreds 
ef Livings are ſo ſmall, that ſo much Money as 
"has been expended. at School and the Vue. to 
es 2 us for the Miniſtey, would ” chaſe the | 
e Annual Income of. Frecahold, or at leaſt. of A. 
Lxaſe for Life. ; "What, Secular, 4 0 75 then re- 
a to em for their Logrning 4 felt he and; for. the 
SIT. | F; Diſcha r _ 
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Discharge e Joon able 
Function ** N 
Tho none e that Fave any rega ed "MP Rink will 
death, but that all chat wait ar the Altar, and ſow 
Spiritual things, fhowd reap ſo much of Carnal things, 
2 is ſufficient to maintain em according to the Dig- 
nity of their Character; yet T make no doubt of 
gag Evidence to prove, that above a Thouſ: and 
_Clergy-men in the Kingdom, ſetti d in Livings, are 
not in ſo good à Condition to ſupport themſelves 
and Families, as moſt of the meaneſt ' Mechanicks. 
Ilkbere are above Eleven Hundred Livings in the 
Kingdom of England, ( (excluding the Dominion” 
Wales) that are under the Value of Six Ponnds Per 
Annum, in the King's . and moſt of thoſe un- 
der Five; few of Shih b Obſervation, exceed the 
real V his of Forty Pound per Annum, but moſt of 
em ſcarce amount to Thirty. A miſerable Sn: 
port (God knows) for Men of Ingenious Educati- 
on, and Diſpenſers of the Evany gelica 1 Myſteries, a and 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt ! b 
is to be confeſs d, that Fr of wy 1 Waben of 
theſe poor Livings, may probably procure a ſmall Cu- 
racy in the Neighbourhood, or teach a Sehool for a 
| more decent Maintenance But great Inconveniences 
attend thoſe ways o oF augmenting their come. 


Ihe firſt of em, is a manifeſt Injury to their Pa- 
vſhioners, who are thereby depri a of one half . 
Ca ; the 


3 * 4 5 

the publick Worſhip of God, and gs ome occaſi- X 
on to the People, of ſeparating fahrn the Eftabliſhd 
church. For when they have not the Publick Ser- 
vice perform d both parts of the Day, then they have 


1 a Pretence to frequent {ome N eighbouring Church, 


or at firſt for a Walk ſake, or to gratify their Cu- 
rioſity, will go to ſome Diſſenting Congregation: And 
if they admire the Preaching there, above what they _ 
meet with in their own Pariſh Church, (as tis great 
odds but they do without juſt Grounds). then they 
Are apt to light their own Miniſter, not attending, 
it may be, his Officiating when they may. For 

when People have once caught the Ich in their Ears, 
they will require frequent Scratching, and then they 
are not like to remain long ſtable in their Principles. 
8 Thus at firſt Parochial Communion is thought to be 
no Duty by ſuch; and then in all Probability their 
next Motion is, to a Separate. Meeting, where they 

will take up their Reſt. This ill Conſequeuee does 
probably ariſe from the Neceſſity ſome Clergy- men 

are under, of Officiating conſtantly one part of the 
Lord's Day at ſome other Church, deſides their aun, 
for a tolerable Subſiſtence. ers 
Beſides, how can the Sick in Gach: 2 Cale to ne Ts 
* y Viſited, Children always Baptiz d, in caſe 

of ſudden Weakneſs, the Affficted comforted by 
te Advice of their Spiritual Guides ? And how = 
PE Fe e, when. he ves not on the Spot, take : 
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3 
due Cognizande of the. Irregulatities of People in 
their Principles and Morals, in order to private Re- 

proofs and Admonitions ? 
Tho Pluralities of good Livings are more common» 
ly inveigh'd againſt, yet I think, if the Peoples Souls 
are to be moſt regarded, (as undoubtedly. they 
ought) this Plurality of Churches to be ſupply d thus 

| — by one Man, is a far greater Grievance. 
For it very reazly happens that one Miniſter en- 
joys two good Benefices ſo near together, as to Offi- 
ciate at both. in his own Perſon... If ſuch Livings 
then are at too great a Diſtance for himſelf to per- 
form Parochical Duties, as generally they are, then 
one of em is preſum'd to be ſupply d conſtantly by 
a Curate of the Dioceſayn's Approbation, and at his al 
lowance for Stipend too. (if he pleaſes.) in propor- 
tion to the Value of the Rectory. If. ſuch Plurali- 
ties be beſtow'd only on Men 8 for Learning 
and Piety, according to the real Deſign of ſuch Pre- 
ferment and were the Ecclefiaſtical Laws ſtrictly obſer- 
ved concerning em, no Lad vantage c can accrue to 
the Church by the Permiſſion of em: But where 
Neceſſity forces a Clergy · man to 1 of a ſecond. 
ſmall Living or Curacy, near the place of his Reſi- 
dence for a competent Maintenance, there the above- 
mention d Inconveniences with ſeveral, others in all. 
likelihood wil ariſe ; $a . that of the {peg Per- 
formance. 


a 


—.— 


formance of the oblick Works of 00d in | + ſuck 
Pariſhes, muſt follow from — Sg n 
is therefore much to be lamented by al chat ; 

have a due Senſe of Religion, that every. Church has 
not nom, as at the firſt Erection of em, a ſuffici 
ent Endowment for the Support of 'the Miniſter, that 
he ma may be under no Neceſſity of Officiating any 
where out of the Pariſh of his Reſidence, dean e 

| of the manifeſt Prejudice Religion receives by it: 
Dis well known, that no Church was ſufferd to 
be built at firſt, without the Conſent of the Biſhop 

of the Dloceſs, or the Metropolitan, as appears from 

1 ſeveral ancient Canons, particula rly- from that 'of 
the Council of Weſtwinſter in the Year 1 138, Whien 
orderd, Ne quis abſq; licentia Epiſcopi ſui in poſſeſſione = 
ſua eelefiam vel Oratorium conſtituat. And tis as 
_ certain, that no Leave was granted to erect a Church; 
unleſs a competent Proviſon was made for the Incum- 
| bent, by Tithes or Glebe in Conjunction with em. 
So a Canon of the Council of London, in the Year. 

1102, decreeth, Ne Eccleſia Sacretur; donc provi- 

Aeamtur neceſſaria & Presbytero & Eccleſia. But ſince 
above Three Thouſand Livings have been Impropriated, 
| (which is above a third part of the Benefices in Eng - 


been before mention'd) are left ſo naked, as not 
to afford ſo good a Support to the Inchinbints;" as as 
moſt 3 Aae can honeſtly raiſe by their 
Labour: 75 


\ 


land) a conſiderable number of Churches (as as 


1 a 


7 Labour 5 This introduces a Neceſſity for many, on 


us to ſupply two Churches, if we can obtain em, 
tho it be an Impediment to the due Exerciſe of the 
Mondial Function in both Pariſhes. 


compel d to take for his better Support, is, his Teach= 
ing @ School, which muſt neceſſarily divert him from 


thoſe Studies that do more immed ately relate to- 


his Sacred Office; whe reby the People committed to 
his Charge, mult receive ſome Prejudice as to nod 
Spiritual Edification. For tho ſuch a one may be 
able to compoſe a Sermon Weekly, ſutable to che 


Wants of his Auditory, yet he has not time to afford 


many Viſits to his Pariſhioners, nor Lungs to ſpare 
(having fpent em before in his School ) to diſcourſe 


he other Courſe that many a poor Clergy-man i is 


: 


_ with Heterodox People, that they might not perſiſt 


in thoſe Errors which oppoſe that Form %f ound 
Words deliver d of old unto the Saints. Neither has 


he time for other private Admonitions and Reproofe, 
which every Clergy-man knows to be his Duty to 
perform, but code many of em for want of a ſuffi- 


dient Maintenance from Tithes, being forcd to take 


a decent Subliftende: : 
Ihat which alſo Adds to | B Miſery, is, the great 


Fati atiegue of Diſciplining Boys, in Conjuction With his 
Spiritual Imployment; ſo great, that not only un- 
N 2 of Mind, but * Waſte of be 


th a ſmall School to add to as 1 55 Tuben, tor 
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1 3 1 1 
the Hip in ; diftating to, and bud Boys, © 
ven of the quickeſt Parts, is a neceſſary: Conſequence 
of: this. Profeſſion. It may be poſitively aftirm'd, 
that ſcarce any mean Trade aſſaults the Conſtituti- 
on of Body fo violently, as does the cloſe — 
the Buſineſs of a School-Maſter: - How Ball Bar 
it like to prove to the Man of God, when ſuch * 
borious Profeſſion muſt be follow 4 with his Sacred 
F unction, otherwiſe he muſt want even Neceſſaries 
for one in his Poſt! This Conſideration alone me- 
thinks, ſhou d move the Bowels of all good Men 
[that are in a Capacity) to contrive ſome way to 
| augment the Income of the poorer Clergy, that none 
of em may be under a Compulſion to undergo ſo 
great 2 Fatiegue (as Teaching a Sohool i) for their 
erer, Support in the Miniſtry. 
 Anoter Inconvenience that ariſes from the 8 
of a Clergy- man, even where he Officiates conſtant- | 
ly at the place of his Reſidence, is, the ſmall Impreſ- 
fon the beſt compos d Diſcourſes in the Pulpit,” and 
= Religious Converſation, are like to make on the 
= Minds of his People : For they muſt be Perſons'of 
a very ingenious Temper, ond ſolid Judgment, 
that do regard what is ſaid, and not who fays- it. 
The moſt of Men are taken only with what ſtrikes 
upon their eternal Senſes. I the Profeſſorr of 
Learning aud the Prieſt. bood cant appear in ace 
fy ee, for the World: „ their moſt 3 


= tei of OE 
Diſcourſes will ſeem to ſome to be but bungline 
Work : But where Senſe, Learning, &c. are adorn'd 
3 Worldly Splendour, there a Speech is often ex- 
toll'd to the Skies, anſwerable to what the Tyrians 
laid of Herod's Oration to em, when he fat on his 
Throne in his Royal Robes. It is the Voice of « a God, 
and not of a Man. | 
Quando in Confilio eſt Adilibus? When is a Poor 
Man, tho of great Abilities of Mind, taken into 
Counſel with the Great and Mighty ? 
Haud facile emergunt. -----= Was the Obſervation 
of the ſame Satyriſt long ago. And long before 
him the Wiſeſt of Men affirm'd, that tho 4 Ci was 
deliver d by the Conduct of a Poor Wiſe Man, yet no 
Man remembered that poor Wiſe Man. And the ſame 
Divine Author lays exactly to this purpole : The 
poor Man's Wiſdom is deſpiſed, and his Words are not 
beard. How great an Injury then i is it to Religion, to 
keep ſo conſiderable a Number of the Clergy im ſuch 
mean Circumſtances, that for that Reaſon their Pub- 
lick Diſcourſes, or more private Religidus Conferen- 
ces, are the leſs regarded by their Flocks? 
How acute likewiſe muſt the Affliction of ſuch 
Clergy-men be, that not only ſuffer in their Bo- 
dies, but are oriev'd | in their Souls to ſee themſelves 
_ flightedin moſt of their Admonitions, which coſt em 
true Pains to prepare for the Benefit of their Peo- 


3 ple, 5 57 for that Cauſe which lies not in their 
B 5 Power 


C10). 5 


— — 


power to reclify, and is a Wound ſore enough win. 


out that Vinegar pour d on it. 


Another great Grievance Miniſters in * mall E. 

wing s labour under,near of kin to the laſt mention'd,. 
18, n not being able to Civilize a Pariſh ſo well, 
as where the g are conſiderable: For when 
a Man is in a Ca pacity to uſe Hoſpitality, and to 


be Charitable to the Needy, either by. extending 


Alms to em, or by ſetting. em to Mort, then ks 
Admonitions and. Rep roofs are lice to make ſome 
Impreſſion... Te 

Let any. one make the bation. 9 wy will. 
find that Pariſh more Uncivilix d, where the Main- 


tenance is ſlender for the Miniſter, than where tis 
| otherwiſe, unleſs there be a - Perſon of Quality.in it, 


or. Gentleman of good Eftate, of ſuch ſober Prin- 
ciples and ſolid. Senſe, as to reſpect the Paſtor for 


his Office ſake : Nothing leſs than the ſhining Ex- 


ample of ſuch a one, and his Authority too over 


the Inferior ſort, can balance the Want of the o- 
ther, to ſtir up the good Demeanor of the People. 


It muſt dae dea be very unealy to a Poor 5 


C.inan, not only to fare hard at Home, but for 


that Reaſon to be little regarded in the Church, what-. 


ever his Diſcourſes are; and to find his Perſon. 
taken little notice of where he's known. 


Ho dejected muſt the Minds of ſuch: be |: | 7 "PP 


a muſt LO * in their Endeavours to 


reform 


reform their People, when groaning under ſuch 
Hardſhip ! Many of em can't ſtudy, for ſtudying 
how to Live. They that are ſtudious under ſuch 
Difficulties, may be compar'd to thoſe Fews, who, 
when they had Permiſſion from Arraxerxes to re- 
build Jeruſalem, wrought on the Walls with one Hand, 
and with the other held a Weapen to defend themſelves 
againſt Satiballat; the Arabians, We. Such Interrup- 
tions and Diſcouragements muſt needs be given to 
many of the Clergy from their great Enemy Pover- 
ty, whullt they are building Men up in the Holy Faith. 
Ts to be hop'd, that ſome may proceed in their 
2 Labours, as the Fews did in their Work: 
But very often bY doubt the Res ganuſta domi ones. 
is ſuch à dead Weight upon their Faculties, that 
they can't exert em with that Vigour, as is requi> | 
ſite to carry ori their weigh plity Impl ployment to as to 
bring i it to an excellent Wor : 
' Beſides, how does out Task encreaſe upon us 2 
che Indulgence granted, but our Abilities lefs 10 
Poverty for che performing it! Do not Heretical 
Monſters extend their Limbs in theſe warm Beams, 
and caſt out their Poiſon far and near? Antidotes 
mult be prepar'd by us in the per as well as 
by thoſe in the greateſt Livings, to expel this Ve- 
nom. For the Number of Souls is not leſs, but ra. 
ther greater propottioniably than in "thoſe Pariſhes 
Where che is conſiderable; nor 6 1 1806 
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less 1 there. Books ſhould be Frey 
by every one of us to aſſiſt us in our Combat with 


theſe Enemies to Truth. But how can that be, when 


the Taxes are ſuch upon the meaneſt of us, that there 7 
is nothing left for that purpoſe ? 


Tis confeſt, that Phyſicians and 1 1 


occaſion too for new. Books every Day; but I pre- 


ſume, ſo great a Library is not required for any of 
the learned Profeſſions, as for thoſe of our Order: 
Neither can they plead Inability ſo much as a great 


part of the Clergy can. For very few Inſtances can be 


given of any amongſt thoſe Profeſſions, that don't 


thrive anſwerable to their Diligence and Skill. How- : 


ever, if all ſuch that are well qualify'd. among em 
domt get Eſtates, yet at leaſt they ſcarce ever fail 


of gaining a Genteel Subſiſtence. But there are ma- 


ny Inſtances to be produced out of the Clergy, that 


are ſtak d down to thoſe poor Livings they are firſt 


preſented to, without a Removal to better — 
tho they acquit themſelves never ſo well. For the 


common and allow . tho not b warrantable Prachce 


3 


. * aw 4 # : . 


Theſe Confide: rations, - 2 1 that Ex be 
mention d, make the Condition of /a. great part. of 
of this Kingdom 52 de- 
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1 Cay 
Aid, t muſt ſink under their Calamity : Their 
Circ nces thus crying aloud for a Redreſs of 
em, tis to be hop'd, that the great Senate of the 
Nation will conſider of r Methods in order 
thereto. | 
Tho! this Coptic was made by the firſt Af 5 
mers, and has been juſtly made ever ſince, and tho 
the Cauſe increaſes for it every Day, (as ſhall be b 
and by made appear) yet it has not been efeftual. 
ly hearkend to. Our Hopes notwithſtanding, are 
1 bound up by being now under the Pro- 
tection of a Queen ſo remarkable for her Zeal to 
the eftabliſh'd Church; as alſo by being happy in a 
Parliament, we haves good Reaſon to 'Hallove,” that 
aims at the Intereſt of . 
The Poverty of great Numbers of the eln Ft | 
are told by dae erer Witneſſes) did ſenſibly 
touch the late Queen of bleſſed Memory; and twas 
in her Hears to afford em Relief, which the Al- 
mighty accepted of as much as the actual Execution 
off it, as he id King David's Pious Intention of e- 
refting'a a\Temple for the Honour of GOD, tho that 
Work was reſervd for his Son Solomon. What Was 
thus intended by that excellent Princeſo, we don't 
deſpair of being accompliſh'd by her preſent Majeſty, 
whoſe Regard (we have juſt Cauſe to think) is wy | 
leſs for the good: of the Church of England; 
has been lately demonſtrated by her giving up 60 8 
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quently taught, that we ſhould ſubmit our ſelves to 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake,” whether 


wan 
Fir Finite and Tenths, for the: Augmentation if "TY 
Maintenance of the poorer Clergy. But becauſe 


this great Bounty is not like to take effect till ſome 


Fear are expir d, we hope we ſhall have Favour” 
Ahewn us in the mean wn at leaſt hid the _ | 


in Ft} Sb: af OF w 11 


tion of 1 
Tis a very melancholy Thought, that 00 . 


ing 2 Kingdom as hig is, for Wealth, ſhou d ſuffer 
ſo great a part of the Gergy of the beſt: Church in 
the World to want Corweniences, nay, Neceſſaries 
for ſuch of their Character, tb enable em to deli- 


ver their great Maſter's' Errand, Wy che better Ad- 


Vantage to their People. 


It may be affirm d, Walen * 4 of. Osten 1 


tation or Vanity, (if impartially confider d) that 


the Clergy of England deſerve Encouragement from 
the Civil beater For are they not ſtiff Aſſer- · 
tors of Monarehy And of ſuch Loyal Principles as 


are highly neceffary. for the Preſervation of the Peace 
of the Commonwealth? No Trumpets to Rebellion 


ſound from our Pulpits, but our People are fre- 


it le to the dee as Supreme, &c. As alſo are of- 
ten exhorted by us, © That Supplication and Pear | 
< eps; 555 Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks, be 
A md 1 05 1:2. 4h and for all that'a are in 9 i 


Srity; ; 


* rity.; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
Life mall Godlineſs and Honeſttx. 
Ihe Conſideration alſo of our ftedfaſt Adherence 
to our Principles (even Men of the meaneſt Pre- 
ferments) under a Popiſh Prince, and not one of a 
Thouſand warping from his Principles, to go off 
to any other Communion (where the voluntary Con- 
tributions of the People exceed the Maintenance of 
Hundreds in the eſtabliſſid Church) might, one 
wou'd think, incline the Favour of the Government 
But notwithſtanding: our Uſefulneſs to the Srate, 
and the Miſeries of ſo many of the Clergy, are ſo 
great, (as before repreſented ) yet the A& reaches 
us all without Exception, to pay to the Land- Tux. 
There is not ſo much as a Clauſe inſerted for the 
Deduction of Annual Teut hie, Procurations to the: 
Arch- Deacon, and once in three Years to the Biſhop, . 
with other Fees, and (in ſome Dioceſes) the ſame 
Year to the Arch- Deacon. All which laid together, 
amount to above half in many of the ſmall Li-. 
vings, of what the Land- Tax ariſes to. The Af-- 
ſeſſors give no Allowance for thoſe conftant Pay- 
ments, unleſs in a very few. places, where they 
may have a peculiar Reſpect for their Miniſters. 
No Tay-mar's Bftate is Aſſeſs beyond the 'Rack- 
Rent, or what comes in clear from all other Pay- 
ments whatſoever; but tis not ſo with us, Which 
18 


* 


036). 


be y eren to the greateſt 8 How 


N gvievorm. then is it * de born by thoſe of the 
ee Livings? 


Another ent cub of Complaint, is, that 


5 do our Labour in Spiritual things, is Tax d, when 


3 


none of her Majeſe) s Subjects are for that, which 
they lay out for the in) cn and. Improvernent of 


; ns: Lands. 
- There. are e 'Obialions: the will oblige 2 a 


— wi Pena to keep a Curate, either upon the ac- 


count of tedious Sickneſs, or Old Age, or neceſ- 
ſary Abſence from his Benefice, as the Law allows. 


ET ns then highly reaſonable, that the greateſt 
Living ſhould have an abatement made 1 in OE Land- 


Tax or ſo much as the Curate receives, becauſe the 
Living is worth no more to the Incumbent, than 


what remains after that Deduction is made. | 


A Lay-Eſtate is Aſſeſsd for no more chan Ate 


4 4 Land-Lord receives, or what tis worth to be 


Let and Set for after all the Charge and Labour as 
it is deducted. But we have not 00 Meaſure me- 
ted out to us. Another Man pays for no more than 


what comes to him Slee eeping or Waking, taking 


no more Pains than in telling his Money. But if 
a Clergy-man fſts ſtill, he muſt either maintain a 


Curate voluntarily, or ſubmit to a Suſpenfios a Be- 
N er from his en hdH RR eee a 0 
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A : Char ge, and chen tb rw to one, but ſuch Puriſlio- 
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| rate, and order 2 8 Ergee to; the 
; Value of the Living. N 33100 iw | 

If it be then equitable, (with e e to . 
Judgment of my du periors) thay the largeſt Benex 
— tigethould: be abated in the Tax, as much as goes to 
maifitaity a/Curare;) (even tho the Incumbent | up⸗ 
plies the Churahchimiſelf) then it will follow, | that 
all Living under Forty Pounds per Annum, ſhould 

be excus d paying to the Land Tux, becauſe thar 
dum amounts to no more than is the uſual Allows 
.ANCE for the Curat#s Reward; if the Living will 
bear i it; and ſuch an Income fills ſhort of what e. 
ery Cle 6, H he Officiates in Satris 
watt yz and acgording to his Duty. 
„ Another t dg, "which ſeerns to claim the F4wour, 
of the Higher 5 Powers towards us, is; the :confiderable 
Trouble and Loſs the poor Virars do ſuſtain in theit 
ſmall: Tubes For thoſe Dues - lying in 1o- many 
pa the Pariſh, tis very great odds, but ſome 
Diſpute will ariſe about the exact Quota of em, which 
muſt be either loſt to the Vicar, or ſuld for at ome 


uers tlake their Ar h- Church, and: it may be, 
| quite leave the Communion of the Church of Enpland, 
and 1 an ar ee Hatred to cheir * . 


5 eſire e nt y Peer ie have: 
elle ehe with cher Neighbours; and toc ng, 
| 1 TOS th . 
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_ Sing: that may: any ok i em to hear his 
-  Iaftmn on with Prejudice, is, the Reaſori why: they. 2 
ber , pr | AHeeuting for their Dues, and; ſo patien — 
-fhubmat: to loſe their Rights. This contributes to- 
inution of our Eſtates, and conſe equently. I 
* Compaſſion miglit be rene Rea - 
ben Io, to excuſe us from paying tothe Land Hax. 
We ate 26 willing: to pay it, as any of her Majeſty's, 
| hes and char: Wallin gueſs we deſire may be ac- 
erpted, when the Dead rant be performd without 
Wanifeſt Hardſhip to us beyonc abe, if all _ 
cCumſtances were duly weigh d. 

Beſides, that which makes our. Galore 
"ape the Value of our Liuings decreaſes every 2 1 
and: has done o plow, e. Maus has been ſet to 
ſeveral parts of eur Dies. That which is now a 
Aiodus, was na douht the fulk Value of the Tithes, 
or near it, when it was. firſt made, and vas no more, 
tis ſuppds d, than a Compoſitias , which the Mmifter 
and his Pariſhioners agreed on for fuck orſuch Tithes,. 
to prevent the Trouble Ne af taking em in kind. And 
che pext Incumbent might for Thaveifake,. ſubmit 
tocvchat his Predecgflor contracted: for, tho fome« 
What inferior to the feal Value. But ſuch à C - 
Paſtian in proceſs of Time, groxing into an amines 
morial Cuſtom, can't be alter d by any preſent 2 
or an, Werne acdc thus len to d ma- 


5 388 but rather inereaſa, Ae Age in- 


My Men beliey d almoſt every but knew little or 


"* 19. —— 
cumbents; and will be more ſo ace Dena upon thee 

| Decreaſe of the Value. of Money, ſince the Increaſe 

of the Materials of it, from the Time that the Spani-- 
ards have been in poffeſſion of the Mines in the Neſt 
Indies. Tho this Modus be ten times in ſome things 

under the real Value, yet it ſtill prevails contrary: 
to that gguit able Rule ; in the Canon Lam, viz. That 

no Cuſtom ought. to prevail that is leſs than the Tenth. - 

But does our Work diminiſb with our. Dues? No: | 


oe. 1 in Knowledge. 
The Church has had dene dark eos, in \ which: 


I Ife dixit Ad 8 790 4 EL all Diſputes in. 
Habe Matters, .: as well as: in thoſe of the Schools 
about Philoſophical Speculations. eee 5 
. 9 the, World Nh ce. 15 e 1 
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wy 


Rn F 101 many N Hen ta! perle 8 "wy 
fue. And 12 Snatrerrers (as the Great Verulam 
. - tas to'this,effe& obſery'd) are the: ſooner diſpos d to 
L- Atheiſm, whillt thoſe that make about Szarchex 
= anto the Nature of things, Aifcover moſt of: the Wit | 
Jag and Power of G Z Fan 
Ik) be vaſt Number likewiſe of Book 1 in, 
cut own Language, or ttanſhted into it, wh 
treat of F 075 Mutters, have no doubt on- 
FO tfibined to the Growth" ö Scepriciſm among! N 
_—_ by. being read by many that have nor had the 
& Advantage of regular Edication. And from hence 
= 1 queſtion” not, butt that the. Soetnians. and Diſh 5 
F ave the greater Footin in theſe Kingdoms ! Mat- | 
ers being in ſuch a Poſtute, tis very evident cht 
che greater Labour is requir'd of the Clergy. Our 
Sermons muſt be compogd wich more Accufacy than 
formerly - The Spirit Food mult be well dreſbd 
and prepar'd to make it reliſh, ſo nice are tlie Pa- 
lates of many grown. The Word of GOD muſt 
| (as the incomparable Author of the Cauſes of the 
1 A Decay of Chriſtian Piety ſays, Chap. 8.) abe dreſs d 
3 in the Colours of Human Rhetorick to make 
aus at all patient of it, and becomes then only 
4 tolerable to us, en at is fartheſt remov'd 8 55 . 
Bo 5 Gore. 2 ls * 0 


* 


2 
% 


1 neige, unt rider make our Task the greats 
er in oppoling theſe in our Sermons, Conferen- 
ces, and Writings. Our Labour is thus: augment- 
ed, and our Charge greater in purchaſing Ancient, 1 
a8 Well as Modern Authors, to enable us the better 3 
for their Encounters. But alas l Our Eſtates bear 
a leſs and leſs Proportion to this Expence and Pains. | 
I may venture to affirm, that no Society of Men 
| bas uch Groumds of cumplaimt: And ore {ee= 
ing-the Nature and Dignity of our Function, che 
great Expence we are at before we can be ſettled 
even in the meaneſt Benefice, and the great Skill chat 
is requird for a dexterous Management of momen- 
tous Employment, can't eſcape the Knowledge pf the 
Repreſentatives of the . : And ſeeing Power 
; proportionable iel with-them, we earneſtly Pe- 
tition, that they wo a be pleas'd to exert that Pow- 
for the Ree our r That they 
AP confider e rb that are made out 
of our Livings, that attend not any other Profeſſi- 
„on or Eſtates : That our Education is liberal and ve- 
5 Pl expentive : That our Acquaintance for that Rea- 
on is ſuch, as will engage or tempt us to lire 
more Gemecly in our Families, than many o= 
thers of better Incomes That much more as to 
Acts of Generoſity and Charity, is expected from 
us than others, (tho unreaſonably as to ſuch, for 4 
whom 585 are deſird here to be an As) 2 4 


x-Profeſſion re great Ingenuity to c ; 
any tolerable ON ecially in this in⸗ 
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